
Monitoring  Assessment and Reporting
Information and Knowledge 

Management
- FAO Forestry -

Monitoring  Assessment and Reporting
Information and Knowledge 

Management
- FAO Forestry -

Dr. Kailash Govil
Senior Forestry Officer, MAR



FAO Forestry Mission FAO Forestry Mission 

To enhance human well-being through 
support to member countries in the 
sustainable management of the 
world's trees and forests



FAO New General StrategyFAO New General Strategy

• Reducing food insecurity & rural 
poverty

• Contributing towards sustainable 
increases in the supply and 
availability of natural resource 
products

• Conserving and enhancing 
sustainable use of natural resources

• Enhancing interdisciplinarity
• Broadening partnerships and 

alliances
• Improving the management process
• Leveraging resources for its Members



FAO MAR ApproachFAO MAR Approach

• Generating knowledge 
and Ensuring 
excellence

• Building capacities of 
its members to generate 
and use information

• Enabling policy and 
regulatory frameworks



Meeting
place

Policy
Expertise

Information
Within
Reach

Knowledge
To
Field

FAO’s work is very 
information oriented!



FAO Forestry’s information 
management problem

FAO Forestry’s information 
management problem

Many
subjects, languages, countries, 

Various
types and qualities of information

Wide
distribution of information owners

Different
audiences



Solution 1- FAO’s FORISSolution 1- FAO’s FORIS

• Information in one place
– http:\\foris.fao.org

• Information providers everywhere
– Decentralised responsibilities

• Web-based interface for all information
• Components:

– Website content management system
– Networking tools
– Statistics and document repositories



FORIS - StatusFORIS - Status

• Core gateway: www.fao.org/forestry
• 440 “websites”
• 6000+ web pages in up to 5 languages
• 229 country profiles
• 4000+ forestry persons
• 4000+ forestry organizations
• 100+ user accounts
• Inputs made from all continents
• Partner domains





Solution 2 - GeoNetworkSolution 2 - GeoNetwork
Geo Network Opensource
(http://geonetwork-opensource.org)
Provides - Standards based and 

Decentralized Spatial Information 
Management

Enables access to geo-referenced 
dataproducrts from variety of sources

Enhances exchange and sharing





Future issuesFuture issues

• Increased networking
• Increased interactivity –

“membership”
• More languages – local adaptations
• More Synergies among Programmes

and Agencies
• More partnerships hosting

– Like this workshop



Way AheadWay Ahead
• Harmonizing and Quality Control of 

Information across members / 
agencies

• Balancing between proprietary 
(custom) system development and 
outsourcing - difficult balance

• Training and involvement of owners 
of information - Content is King

• Enhancing Knowledge and 
Information partnerships



ConclusionsConclusions

• Long term commitments
– FORIS started to develop since 1999
– Standards and procedures take time to 

establish
– Institutional commitments are necessary but 

often slow to materialize
– There is no free lunch.

• Continuous adaptation to changing 
needs
– iterative development necessary



Thank you!

Welcome and Thanks again to all the 
participants, guests, and all persons 
associated with the organization and 

on-going implementation of the 
workshop
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