	Workshop on Harmonization of Forest and Land Cover Classifications using LCCS for Asia Pacific Region

Dehradun, India, 4-8 December 2006




Organized by:

Global Land Cover Network – GLCN

Monitoring, Assessment, and Reporting Project – MAR
Indian Institute of Remote Sensing – IIRS
Sponsored by:

Government of Italy

Government of Japan

Government of the Netherlands

United Nations Environment Programme – UNEP

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations – FAO

National Remote Sensing Agency – NRSA

With the support:

FAO Representation in India
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Agenda is a working draft and will be modified as the technical discussion evolve before the workshop

The scope of the meeting is to review the forest classifications in Asia Pacific countries and initiate discussion and dialogue on their harmonization/standardization. The workshop will provide training to land mapping experts, especially forestry professionals dealing directly with remote sensing based estimation of forest cover and or national forest inventories, in use of the GLCN technologies including the Land Cover Classification System (LCCS). The purpose of the training is to assist in the harmonizing and standardizing the estimation of forest cover using remote sensing among Asian countries. The benefits of LCCS in allowing standardization of mapping legends will be demonstrated and participants will discuss the generation of standard classes for FRA 2010. In addition the workshop will also be an opportunity to train participants on 2D/3D data visualization techniques and information requirements of CBD 2010, like degradation (change in density), deforestation and fragmentation (based on an agreed LCCS classification).

Monday, 4 December

Introduction Session (09:00 – 09:45)

Welcome by Dean IIRS

Speech by Mr. Govil, Kailash, Senior Forestry Officer (FAO)

Speech by Mr. John Latham, GLCN Programme Coordinator (FAO)

Address by NRSA Director
09.45 Coffee

GLCN methodology: LCCS (10:00-17:30)

10.00
Africover initiative / GLCN methodology – Antonio Di Gregorio

11:30
Thematic and Cartographic Standards – LCCS concepts – Antonio Di Gregorio
13:00
Lunch 
14:00
LCCS software

15:30
Coffee

15:45
LCCS software continued.

17:30
Close of day 1

Cocktail Party :: all participants are invited :: please see logistics note or ask workshop organizers for details

Tuesday, 5 December

GLCN methodology: LCCS continued (9:00-11:00)
LCCS concepts and introduction to the software – Antonio Di Gregorio

10:45
Coffee break

GLCN methodology: GeoVIS (11:00 to 13:00)

11:00
GeoVIS introduction and overview – Craig Von Hagen 

13:00
Lunch break

14:00
GeoVIS continued – Craig Von Hagen
15:30
Coffee break 

Land and Forest Classifications in AP Countries Issues and constraints (15:45-17:30)

15:45
Presentations of remote sensing based land and forest cover classifications used in AP Countries 

             and proposal for harmonization using LCCS and discussions

16:45
Decision on topics and working groups
Evening session (17:30 to 19:00)

Pilot project: Presentation on Mapping using LCCS in DUN Valley (30 minutes).

Practical work using the LCCS software (IIRS).Note the practical work is optional
Wednesday, 6 December

Deforestation, Forest degradation and Fragmentation Assessments within the framework of LCCS (9:00 to 10:45)

Assessing Gross and Net Deforestation (MAR)

Assessing Forest degradation (MAR)

Assessing Forest Fragmentation – (MAR)

10:45
Coffee break

LCCS for Reporting to FRA 2010, Conventions on Climate Change and Biodiversity  (11.00-13.00 )

11:00
FRA 2010 needs – Peter Holmgren?
11.30    CBD 2010 needs (degradation, deforestation and fragmentation (??)

12.00
Climate Change

12.30    Dissemination policy and data distribution of Landsat and SRTM – John Latham

13:00
Lunch

Harmonization of Land and Forest Classifications in AP Countries: Group Work Continued (14.00-17:30)
14:00
Group Work on land cover and forest classification using LCCS keeping in view national and international needs 

15:30
Coffee
15:45
Group Work Continued 

Evening lab work (17:30 to 19:00)

Hands on training for assessing degradation, deforestation and fragmentation 
Lab work on LCCS software and GeoVIS  with the support of IIRS staff.  Note that the evening lab work session is optional

Thursday, 7 December

GLCN Further Applications and End User Community (9:00-10:45)

09:00
Map Accuracy Program (MAP) – Antonio Di Gregorio

10:20
ADG overview – Antonio Di Gregorio
10:45 Coffee break

Forest Classification in AP Countries: Synthesis of Group reports (11.00-17.30)

11.00 Finalization of Group reports including country capacity building needs within the framework of MAR

13:00
Lunch break

14.00 Presentation of Group reports and discussions 

15:30 Coffee break
15.45 Finalization of Workshop recommendations 
Evening lab work (17:30 to 19:00)

Lab work on LCCS software and GeoVIS with the support of IIRS staff. Note that the evening lab work session is optional

Friday, 8 December 2005

Discussions and rap up (09.00 –10.45)

Presentation of draft recommendations on harmonization; and discussions on the needs of follow up actions 

10:45 Coffee break
Data visualization (11.00-13:00)

Introduction to Data Visualization methods and techniques (UNEP)

Brief hands on training on data visualization?

Lunch break (13:00 -14:00)


Data visualization continued (14.00-16:00)
16:00 Coffee break
Meeting closing session (16.00 –17.00)

16.00 Presentation of recommendations on harmonization and follow up

16.45 Vote of Thanks and Workshop closure
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